
A r m y C o m p a t i b l e U s e B u f f e r s

The Army Compatible Use Buffer (ACUB) program is an integral component of
the Army’s sustainability triple bottom line: mission, environment and community.
In recent years, Army installations are experiencing increasing encroachment from
a variety of sources, including population growth, urban land use and
environmental requirements. The ACUB program proactively addresses
encroachment, which causes costly workarounds or compromises training realism.
The program is a powerful tool that allows the military to contribute funds to the
partner’s purchase of easements or properties from willing landowners. These
partnerships preserve high-value habitat and limit incompatible land use in the
vicinity of military installations.

Title 10, Section 2684a, of the United States Code authorizes the Department
of Defense to partner with nonfederal governments or private organizations to
limit encroachment and protect habitat around installations. The Army implements this authority through the ACUB
program, which is managed at Army Headquarters level by the office of the Assistant Chief of Staff for Installation
Management according to priorities established by the office of the Director of Training. The Army Environmental
Command provides technical assistance, facilitates ACUB proposal development and monitors program execution and
advancement.

FORT A .P . HILL ACUB OBJECTIVE

The Fort A.P. Hill ACUB program sustains the military
mission by ensuring that open lands surrounding the
installation are protected from incompatible land use that
could limit or disrupt operational readiness and training
activities. The ACUB protects key natural habitats and the
associated flora and fauna, while supporting regional objectives
to protect remaining farming and forestry land uses.

The IMCOM-Northeast Region consists
of 13 states from Maine to Virginia with
headquarters at Fort Monroe, Virginia,
and two approved ACUBs.

“The ACUB program allows for unique partnerships between installations and their neighbors to preserve natural, cultural, agricultural and
recreational resources while protecting the capability of the Army to perform its vital training and testing missions. The cooperation involved
in these programs fosters communication, trust and respect among the Army and diverse organizations. Current ACUB partnerships at Fort
A.P. Hill and Aberdeen Proving Ground preserve the character of the natural environment while protecting military readiness activities.”

Diane M. Devens,
Director, IMCOM-Northeast
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Fo r t A .P. H i l l , Vi r g i n i a

Fort A.P. Hill (FAPH) provides realistic joint and
combined arms training, logistics and support, enabling
America’s defense forces to win in 21st century battle
space. With 76,000 acres of land, FAPH is one of
the largest military installations on the East Coast and is
the training center nearest the National Capital Region.
The installation’s range and training facilities operate
365 days a year and are used by all services, Reserve
units, and civilian organizations. Approximately
55,000 military personnel from all services train
annually at FAPH.

For most of its history, FAPH has been surrounded by
rural land, unaffected by incompatible land use. The
installation is still bordered by largely unfragmented
forests that have a number of exemplary ecosystems. Virginia’s Department of Conservation and Recreation recently rated
FAPH and the adjoining forest lands as one of only six large natural landscape cores of outstanding ecological significance.

Caroline and Essex Counties were rural, sparsely populated areas dominated by forestland and small farms. In recent years,
both counties have been experiencing significant growth in proximity to FAPH. Continued incompatible land use close to
the installation can eventually restrict future use of range and training lands.

FAPH and its ACUB partners will create a buffer comprising approximately 16,000 acres on the northeastern boundary of
the installation, 8,300 acres along the southern boundary, and 11,000 acres on the western boundary. The ACUB will
help to preserve the ecological integrity of the surrounding landscape to prevent the operational restrictions likely if FAPH
becomes an island of quality habitat in an otherwise developed and fragmented landscape.

Fo r t A .P . H i l l Pa r t n e r s

• The Conservation Fund

• The Nature Conservancy

• The Trust for Public Land

• U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

• Virginia Outdoor Foundation

Source: Fort A.P. Hill staff and The Nature Conservancy.
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ABERDEEN PROVING
GROUND ACUB OBJECTIVE

The Aberdeen Proving Ground ACUB
protects the Churchville Test Area by
completing a buffer of perpetual
farmland surrounding the test area.  

Ab e r d e en  Pr ov i n g  G round ,
Ma ry l a nd

Aberdeen Proving Ground (APG) is located
north of Baltimore, Maryland.  It is the DoD lead
for all testing of manned and unmanned,
wheeled and tracked vehicles.  These test tracks
are an irreplaceable national asset and of
significant importance to the Army’s present and
future testing of vehicles.   

Aberdeen Test Center is a tenant activity at
APG.  The Churchville Test Area (CTA), part
of the Aberdeen Test Center, is located north
of APG in a section of Harford County that
was once an isolated agricultural area, but has
been experiencing increased residential
development.

Most of the land adjacent to the test
area is protected through state and
county land preservation programs, but a
164-acre parcel of land adjacent to the
northern boundary of CTA remained
vulnerable to potential residential land
use.  Development would have likely
resulted in restrictions on CTA from dust
and noise generated during night-time
use. 

Source:  Aberdeen Proving Ground Churchville Test Area staff.

Aberdeen Proving Ground ACUB Parcel

ACUB Parcel

Churchville 
Test Area

Legend

3



The one-time, one-parcel ACUB project at
Aberdeen Proving Ground’s CTA proactively
addressed the growing concern that encroachment
could impact the future viability of the military test
track.  The Harford Land Trust, a local organization,
secured a continuous buffer around the CTA by
purchasing an easement on the parcel. 

Abe rd e en  Pr ov i n g  G round
Pa r t n e r s

• Harford Land Trust

• Harford County

For additional information,
contact:

Malcolm Boswell
Northeast Region

757.788.2265

malcolm.l.boswell@us.army.mil

Or visit:

www.sustainability.army.mil
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